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The Differences of Top-Down and Bottom-Up to Improve Students’ Motivation in
Listening through Songs

Melisa Novianty!
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Della Teresia Lorenzah?
English Education Study Program, Palembang University, South Sumatera

Abstract: The purpose of this research is to know the students’ motivation through differentiate
how to use Top-Down and how to use Bottom-Up in listening through songs. This research used
a descriptive method. The total sample was 26 students in Senior High School Gajah Mada 3
Palembang in academic year 2022/2023, South Sumatera. The writer gave 10 questions of
questionnaire to know about the results of their motivation in learning English, especially, in
listening skill. The results showed that 3.8% always like English language, 15.38% usually like
English language, 7.69% often like English language, 46.1% sometimes like English language,
26.9% seldom like English language. In this case, this top-down and bottom-up were very useful
for them to imrove their motivation in learning listening skill through song. Besides, the students
can use top-down and bottom-up not only for English lesson, but also for another skill of English
language.

Keywords: Top-Down, Bottom-Up, and listening

INTRODUCTION

Underwood (1989) explains that listening is an activity that pay attention and try to get the
meaning from what the speaker said. This is a complex process to brainstrom the meaning of the
language afte listening process. In relation to Ur (1984) describes that there are some problems
faced the students in learning listening, such as: (1) the students don’t understand how to
pronounce the English words, (2) the students don’t know how to use the words correctly in
sentences, (3) the students don’t know how to predict the meaning of the words because they
seldom to listen those words, (4) the students don’t understand the meaning of the words or lack
of vocabulary in daily life, (5) the students cannot manage the speed of listening, (6) the students
feel difficult to understand in another accent,(7) the students lack of knowledge from their
background in their life to know or understand the meaning of the words from listening section.
Therefore, the students have to study hard to solve those problems. In addition, Howatt (1974)
describes that listening is used to identify and understand what the speaker said or what the people

say to another people that including pronunciation, vocabulary, the meaning of words, and also
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grammatical structure. Therefore, The teacher can introduce to students about and through
differentiate how to use Top-Down and how to use Bottom-Up in listening.

Furthermore, the writer took the questions of Top-Down and Bottom-Up from one of the
songs in the google. The title of the song is Seosons in the Sun. The students asked to filled the
blank from that song. The writer also chose the songs based on their vocabulary skill in Curriculum
2013, for Senior High School Class X1 IPS 1. In this case, the students listened the songs while
differentiating of Top-Down and Bottom-Up easier.

In this research, there are differences between Top-Down and Bottom-Up. According to
Gebhard (2000) divided the process of information into two categories, there are: Top-Down
processing and Bottom-Up processing. Top-Down processing is used to know about what the
information accepted, and Bottom-Up is used to understand about how to analyze the voice, the
meaning words, and also grammatical order.

From what the writer has read, Top-Down and Bottom-Up are important techniques that
improves the way the student’s introduce new words, new ways to learn, new styles to enhances
the creative in learning listening. Through differentiate how to use Top-Down and how to use
Bottom-Up, they can quickly identify and understand the listening section. More than this, those
items can make the students think more critically to compile and draft become the correct sentences
or correct phrases.

Besides, after the writer’s interview some students in learning listening process, she found
that students interested to learn and use Top-Down and Bottom-Up in learning process through
songs. Therefore, it is the best way to motivate the students’ in learning listening skill and study
English. And then, the writer also asked the teacher of English there. She describes that the students
find some difficulties in listening, for instances: lack of vocabulary, and shy to pronounce the
words, and seldom to remember the vocabulary. The teacher always try to teach the best, but the
students always forget what the learn from the teacher. The writer chose SMA Gajah Mada 3 to
the 11th grade students because of on the idea above the writer would to introduces how to
differentiate of Top-Down and Bottom-Up in learning listening through song. Therefore, the writer
is interested in doing research entitled “The Differences of Top-Down and Bottom-Up to Improve

Students’ Motivation in Listhening through Songs”.



RESEARCH METHOD

In conducting this research, the writer used descriptive research. Arikunto (1998: 117)
states that sample is a part or representative of population investigated. Labovitz and Robert (1976)
also state the population (or universe) refers to the larger body of individual (or other units) being
researched. Wallen & Fraenkel (1991), sample refers to any group on which information is
obtained and the lager group is called a population. The population in this research, there was 140
students, and the total of sample was 26 students in academic year 2022/2023.

Table 1
The Sample of The Research
The Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Gajah Mada 3 Palembang

Students

No Class Male | Female | Total

1 | XIIPS1 16 10 26
Source: SMA Gajah Mada 3 Palembang in the academic 2022/2023

The Procedures of the Research
the writer gave the treatment through differentiate Top-Down and Bottom-Up to introduce how to
learn vocabulary of the students:

1. Pre Activities

The teacher:

a. Greets the students as an opening the class.
b. Checks the attendance of the students.
c. Gives questions related to the lesson

2. Teaching-learning Activities

The teacher:

a. Gives and explains how Top-Down and Bottom-Up work and the rules to the students.

b. After fill the blanks from the song, and try to remember and understand about Top-

Down and Bottom-Up topic through song.



c. Asks the students to conclude about the story based on the Top-Down and Bottom-Up

and find the moral lesson from the song
3. Post Activities

The teacher:
a. Gives the task and checks the students’ task by filling the blanks from songs.

b. Gives homework and concludes the lesson.
Top-Down and Bottom-Up Activities in Listening

In this activity, the studens asked to understand all of the meaning of the words from the songs.
To make easier, the teacher help them to give the meaning In Indonesian. In order, the students

just focused to fill the blanks text from the speaker or listening section.

The examples of Top-Down and Bottom Up, such as:

“SEASONS IN THE SUN™

[Kian:]
Goodbye to you, my trusted ...ccree?
Selamat tinggal, et KU yang terpercaya
We've known each other since we were nine or ...... 2
Kami sudah saling kenal sejak berumur sembilan atau ..
............. 3 we've climbed hills and trees
e Kit@ telahn mendaki bukit dan pepohonan

Learned of .......... 4 and ABC's
Belajar tentang ... dan ABC
Skinned our hearts ..........> skinned our knees
Mengiris hati kKami waees” mMengirs lutut kami
[Bryan:]

Goodbye, ... .5, it's hard to die
Selamat tinggal, s, SUlit untuk mati
When all the birds are ..o 7im the sky
Saat semua BUurung s 7 di langit

MNow that spring is in the air
Kini musim semi itu sudah tiba
Pretty girls are .mma?
Wanita cantik 5
Think of me and I'll be there
Pikirkan tentangku dan aku kan di sana




[AdLE]
We had joy, we had ........ % we had seasons in the sun
Kitd Dersuka Cita, Kita osememmmemmnnnn, Kitd pUMYE musim di bawah matahari
But the hills that we climbed were just seasons out of time
Tapi bukit yang kita daki hamyalah musim di luar wakfu

[Shane:]
Goodbye, Papa, please ........... 12 for me
Selamat tinggal, Papa, tolong e
I was the black sheep of the .....ccw. u

Aleu adalah kambing AtEM oo
You tried to teach me right from wro
Kau mencoba mengajariku yang benar dari yang salah
Too much wine and too MUCH ... b
Terlzlu banyak anggur dan terlalu banyak. .
Wonder how I got along
Penasaran bagaimana aku jalan terus
[Marke]

GoodbYe, e, it's hard to die
Selamat tingoal, e, sulit untuk mati
When all the birds are singing in the sky

Saat semua burung berkicau di langit
Now that the spring is in the air
Selkarana musim semi sudah tiba

FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Kollin (1994) states that questionnaire asks carefully selected respondents to supply
answers to list of questions. The writer gave the questionnaire. It consisted of ten items. The writer
distributed the questionnaire in order to get and know their motivation in learning listening and
find any information related to the problems and also to know whether the students like Top-Down
and Bottom Up in listening.

The result of this research showed in 10 questions of questionnaire. For item 1. The results
showed that 3.8% always like English language, 15.38% usually like English language, 7.69% often like
English language, 46.1% sometimes like English language, 26.9% seldom like English language.. For item
2, the result showed 3.8% student usually like reading for learning English, 19.2% students often
like reading for learning English, 23% students sometimes like reading for learning English, 53%
students seldom like reading for learning English. For item 3, the result showe that 3.8% student
usually like writing in English, 7.69% students usually like writing English, 53.8% students often
like writing in English., 23% students sometimes like writing in English., 11.5% students seldom
like writing in English.. For item 4, the result showed that 3.8% student always like speaking
English, 15.38% students usually like speaking English, 7.69 students often like speaking English,
15.38% students sometimes like speaking English, 57.6% students seldom like speaking English.



Furthermore, for item 5, the result found that 19.2% students usually like listening about
English materials, 26.9% students often like listening about English materials, 46.1% students
sometimes like listening about English materials, 7.6% students seldom like listening about
English materials. For item 6, the result found that 57.6% students usually have difficulties in
listening skill. 19.2% students often have difficulties in listening skill., 23% students sometimes
have difficulties in listening skill. For item 7 and 8, the results showed that the students rarely used
Top-Down and Bottom-Up strategies. But, it doesn’t matter because this research can inspire not
only for the teacher in school, but also to all of the teachers in Indonesia according their needs. In
addition, for item 9, the result showed that 38% students always like English song, 11.5% students
usually like English song, 11.5% students sometimes like English song, 7.69% students sometimes
like English song, and 3.8% students rarely like English song. And the last for item 10, the result
showed that 15.38% students said that Top-Down and Bottom-always can Up help and motivate
the students in learning listening, 42% students usually can Up help and motivate the students in
learning listening, 34.6% students often can Up help and motivate the students in learning
listening, and 7.69% students sometimes can Up help and motivate the students in learning

listening,

Table 2
The Questions of Questionnaire



QTESTIONNAIRE (KTESIONER]

NaME
CLASS i
SMa s EMA GATAH MADA I FALEMEANG
Mo Questions Teanyw | Qausly Tiftan TamaiiTar | Ladam | [ Wawar |
[ o ] [Earing) (Kadurg- [Tmrang) (Ramale [Tidak
FE R - RS TIkG - PIRG kmdang) L Brat FarTaA)
TIhG - TIRG perrak] ahy
L% - 1085
Do you bke Englah lenguoge?
i Bpakich Ando memyukial Bahmn Japgrin?
2 Do you Fke racding for lsorning Englah?
I Bpakich Andc i rr unTul Bolajor Bohasa Inggria]
3 Do you bke wnting in Enghah?
i Bpakich Andc #ai reonzlia dclars boficas Inggria?}
E Do you Pke apaoking in Englmh?
I Apekoh Andp momyukal berbicore Solem balon Jaggrin?
] Do you Tkm lazm=ng o=<ut Englah —staricla?
i Bpazkich Ando momyukai an recicri bofoan Inggra
[ Do you heve diffca sima n listaning aall?
i Bpazkoh Ando menpolomi Bosulicn delom Ecforampilen 4
7 Tid 7ou know obost Tep CDorwn end Botiom up betora?
i Bp=kich Ande menpetabui Tonizng Top Down dan Bollom up
acichummat]
2 Howe you seer md lish eEout | by uming Top Dowm
and Botbo= up?
Apolizh Ands pormoh Bclsjar Bafran Inggrin I=rfizng mendengarkion
g menggunskion Top Dows das Bcom upT
B Do you bke Englah aong?
i Bpakich Ando memyukiai lbgu Bz InggraT]
10 | Cen Tow Down ond BoBiom wp g ond mobecks you i Imcrnieg
listmming T
Eacko® Tep Down den Boles up membasiu den mesolfezsi cide
dzlom Bclajar menfongorktant
Table 3
The Results of Questionnaire
No | Items The Number of students anwered
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Always Usually Often Sometimes Seldom Rarely Never
(100%) (90%0-99%) (75%-90%) (25%-75%) (5%-10%) (1%-10%) (0%)
1 1 1 3.8% 4 15.38% 2 7.69% | 12 46.1% 7 26.5% 0 0% 0 0%
2 2 0 0% 1 3.8% 5 19.2% | 6 23% 14 53% 0 0% 0 0%
3 3 1 3.8% 2 7.69% 14 | 53.7% | 6 23% 3 115% | 0 0% 0 0%
4 4 1 3.8% 4 15.38% 2 7.69% 4 15.38% | 15 | 57.6% 0 0% 0 0%
5 5 0 0% 5 19.2% 7 26.9& | 12 | 46.1% 2 | 769% | O 0% 0 0%
6 6 0 0% 15 | 57.6% 5 19.2% | 6 23% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%
7 7 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 26 | 100% | O 0%
8 8 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 26 | 100% | O 0%
9 9 10 38% 3 11.5% 3 11.5% 2 7.69% 0 0% 1 3.8% 0 0%
10 10 4 15.38% | 11 | 34.6% 9 346% | 2 7.69% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0%

10



CONCLUSIONS

After doing this research, the writer concludes 2 conclusions. First, this Top-Down and
Bottom-Up is very beneficial for the students, because they can help the students in learning
listening through song. It showed from the results of the questionnaire that there were 11 students
of 26 students answered that Top-Down and Bottom-Up can help and motivate them in learning
listening. Secondly, Top-Down and Bottom-Up have advantages for their learning activities,
because those items were interesting for them to make a conlusion or moral lesson from the song.
It showed from 10 students of 26 students answered the questionnaire that they like English song.
In conclusion, This results of the research believe that make students know and understand about
how to the differences between Top-Down and Bottom-Up.
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